	Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 

	Unit Planner (MS & HS Word Doc)

	Name of Teacher: Candice Lewis
	Grade Level: 6

	Subject Area:  Science
	Cross Curricular Opportunities: Language Arts, Computer Science, Art

	Unit Title: Animal Life
	Estimated Duration of Unit: 3 weeks

	Overview of Unit: The purpose of this unit is to introduce the characteristics of members of the animal kingdom to students.   They will be taught how scientists classify these animals and explore how adaptations allow different animals to survive in different habitats. 

	Forms of Text (non-fiction/fiction): Non-fiction, textbook
	Teaching Strategies: hands-on activities, whole group discussions, teacher led discussions, student presentations

	Catholic Identity Connections: 

	Assessment (authentic/published - summative/formative): Project based/quiz/test

	Standards Addressed

	Standard Number
	Standards

	
	

	S.6.LS.1 
	Construct an explanation that predicts patterns of interactions among organisms across multiple ecosystems. 

	S.6.LS.2
	Evaluate competing design solutions for maintaining biodiversity and ecosystem services.

	 
	 

	Description of Activity
	Resources 
	Date of Completion

	Discuss the characteristics that animals have in common and classify their characteristics.
	 Classroom Textbook, Smartboard
	1 day

	Explain how the adaptations allow animals to survive on Earth and give examples of habitats. 
	 Classroom Textbook, Smartboard
	1 day

	Complete the New Animal Found research project.  Students are to write a paper on a new and never before identified animal.  They should discuss how this species has evaded scientists up until now and whether or not it evolved from another species.   The paper should be 400 words or more.  A bibliography must be used to cite your sources.  The essay must be in complete sentences, grammar and spelling checked, and in full paragraphs. Students will present their papers orally.
	Class notes, books, and internet sources
	1 week to complete

	 Create a poster board of the animal in its natural habitat.  Make the animal the focus of the picture, not the environment.  Point out any distinguishing features and/or characteristics that make the animal special.
	Internet, Poster board, coloring utensils, other art supplies
	 1 week to complete

	Begin Review for test; complete a study guide, play a game with two teams.
	Study guides, chalkboards, chalk
	2 days

	Complete assessments on ecosystems
	Teacher created materials
	1 day

	Differentiated Instruction Opportunities/Overview:  The unit provides different activities that address visual learners (smartboard/informative text), auditory (interactive lecture during notes), and kinesthetic learners (New Animal Found Research Report/Poster.) All of the activities are different ways of getting the same material across. The unit provides whole group, small group, and individual activities.

	Cross Curricular Opportunities:

	Standard Number
	Standard Description
	Resources
	Date

	21C.S.5-8.1
	 
	The student will access, analyze, manage, integrate, evaluate, and create information in a variety of forms using appropriate technology skills and communicate that information in an appropriate oral, written, or multimedia format.


	New Animal Found Research paper and poster
	 1 week to complete

	 VA.O.6.1.02
	 
	 The student will use selected media, techniques, technologies, and processes to communicate a personal experience or an idea, e.g., watercolor, tempera, ink, fabric, collected materials, montage, weaving, mosaic, and digital media.
	 Poster board, various types of media
	 1 week to complete

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Checklist

	Writing

	 X
	Paragraph

	 
	Essay (narratives, fairy tales, realistic fiction)

	 X
	Summary

	 X
	Research

	 
	Detailed answers (text supported)

	X 
	Notes (note taking skills, outlines)

	X
	Complete sentences

	Reading

	 X
	Informational text

	 
	Lexile

	 
	Complex literature
	 
	 
	 

	 X
	Speaking

	 X
	Listening

	 X
	Varied strategies and instructional methods

	 X
	Critical thinking in whole class discussion

	 X
	Student led activities

	 
	common core standards (literature circles)

	Technology

	 X
	Smartboard

	 X
	Computers

	 X
	iPads

	 
	Powerpoint, Elmo etc.

	Differentiated Instruction

	 X
	Used multiple resources

	 X
	Domain Vocabulary

	 X
	Cross-Curricular

	 X
	Collaborative engagement (meaningful feedback)

	 X
	Higher level learning and teaching

	Assessment

	 X
	Project based

	 X
	Writing prompt

	 
	Portfolio

	 X
	Observation

	 X
	Quiz

	 X
	Technology based

	X 
	Test

	 
	Student created test

	X 
	Presentation

	 
	Journal

	 
	Think, pair, share

	 X
	Summary

	 X
	Oral questioning

	 
	Analogy

	 
	Powerpoint, or movie maker

	Authenticity

	 X
	Various activities

	 X
	Inquiry, research and evidence

	X 
	Evidence of time management and planning

	 
	Problem solving strategies

	Summary of Unit:

	Students will be learning about the characteristics and adaptations of animals.   In this unit, we will discuss how scientists classify all animals in the animal kingdom.   We will also explore how adaptations allow different species of animals to survive in different habitats.  Students will complete a research paper on a new species of animal found and create a poster of that animal in its natural habitat. The students will also present their project to the class.  Upon completion of the unit, students will be assessed through a teacher made test.

	

	

	

	

	


